Sunday Teacher’s Lesson for Children

A Life of Christ

Jesusisalivel Matthew 26:47-67; 27:11—28:10

Younger Verse

Older Verse

God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son. John 3:16

God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believesin Him shall
not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

L esson Goals

Explain the way to Heaven
Share how much Jesus loves us
Understand why we cel ebrate Easter

Welcome Time

Greet each child with a hug and tell them how glad you are to seethem. Ask them
if they have ever gotten to see someone that they hadn’t seen inalong time. Ask
them to describe how excited they were when they saw the friend again. Explain

that today’ s lesson is about some exciting news!

Bible Study Time

Please note:This portion of the lesson is given to help in teaching the
lesson. Please read through the story and read it in the Bible. Do NOT
read from this piece of paper. Instead, make a note sheet and place it next
to the story in the Bible.

Remember last week, What happened in our lesson? (Wait for answers) Remember
that Jesus was praying in agarden. While He was there, He was arrested even though He
had not done anything wrong!

The men who arrested Jesus took Him to be judged. Jesus friend, Peter, was afraid.
He followed Jesus, but did not get close to Him. Peter stayed out in the courtyard while
Jesus was inside.

The dishonest judge asked Jesus if He were the Son of God. Jesustold him that He
was. Thisangered the judge. The people decided that Jesus must die because they
thought He wastelling alie.

Early Friday morning, all the leaders took Jesus to the governor named Pilate. He
asked Jesus several questions. Jesus told him that he was the King of the Jews and would
not answer any other questions. This surprised Pilate.

Each year they freed one prisoner because of a special holiday. Pilate asked the
people who they should free; Barabbas-a thief and murderer, or Jesus, who is called the
Christ.

The crowd cheered for Pilate to free Barabbas! So Pilate asked what to do with Jesus.
The crowd yelled for Jesus to be killed on across. Can you believe it!

The soldiers made a crown out of thorny branches and shoved it on Jesus head. The
sharp points pierced Jesus' head and made Him bleed. They spit on Him, beat Him with a
whip, and made fun of Him. After this, they led Him out of the city to be killed.

On the way, the guards saw a man named Simon. He grabbed him and forced him to
help carry Jesus' cross.
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Outside the city, the soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. They put a sign above Jesus' head
which said, "This is Jesus, the King of the Jews." Two robbers were nailed to crosses beside
Jesus, one on the right and the other on the left. After the soldiers nailed Him to the cross,
they rolled dice to see who would get His clothes.

Surprisingly, darkness came over all the land. Jesus cried out. Finally, after much pain
and suffering, Jesus died. Then, an earthquake rumbled across the land.

The army officer and soldiers guarding Jesus saw everything that happened. They were
very frightened and said, "He really was the Son of God!"

That night a rich man names Joseph asked to bury Jesus. He wrapped Jesus' body in a
long linen cloth. They took His body and placed it in a cave that was cut out of awall of
rock. They placed arock over the entrance and sealed it.

Pilate gave orders for the grave to be guarded. A guard stayed by the grave to make sure
no one would steal Jesus' body.

At dawn on Sunday, some women were walking to Jesus' tomb when aterrible earth-
quake happened. An angel rolled back the stone and sat on it. The angel told the women not
to be afraid. Then the angel told them good news! They said that Jesus was alive! The
women ran back to tell the others that Jesus was alive.

On their way, they met JESUS! They were o thrilled. They held His hands and wor-
shipped Him. He told them to go and tell the others the good news.

The ladies were so excited because they knew that Jesus really was God's Son. He had
done something that no one else could do. He died and came back to lifel They knew that
all Jesus said wasreally true.

Jesus tells us that He is the only way to Heaven. Jesus died for all the wrong things we
have done. Hetells usthat we can go to Heaven by trusting in Jesus and believing in Him.
If you would like to learn more or know how to ask Jesus into your life, talk to us.

L earning Activities Try telling the story again by using props or objects. It is fun and the kids can

visually see what is going on!

Memory Verse
Activities

Place words or phrases of the verse on slips of paper inside plastic eggs. Hide the
eggs and let the kids find them and put the verse in order.

Prayer Time

Say a special prayer of thanks for what Jesus did for us. Invite the kids to come to
you if they have questions about how to become a Christian.

Snack Time/CleanUp

Eat some delicious treats, have an Easter egg hunt, or make a cute edible Easter
scene. Enjoy your time together.

Planning for April 27th
A paralyzed man walks!
Matthew 9:1-8




Preschool Lesson
for
JesusisAlivel

Easter is such afunday! Do you know why we celebrate Easter? (Wait for
responses, it will help you know how much they know about Easter)

Let’slook inthe Bible and find out what Easter is. (Open Bible and turn to Matthew
28).

The first Easter Sunday happened along, long, long time ago. Some women went to
see where Jesus had been buried. People killed Jesus by putting Him on a cross a few days
before Sunday. The ladies were going to put perfumes on Jesus body.

Believe it or not, they got aBIG surprise!l On the way to see Jesus' body, there was a
rumbling noise like an earthquake (make noise with your feet). When the women got to the
grave, they were shocked! (Gasp, like you are shocked) The grave was open and an angel
was sitting on the rock!

Suddenly, the angel spoke to the women. The angel told them that Jesus was alive!
The women were so excited.

They ran back to tell all Jesus' friends the good news that Jesus wasn’t dead any
more. He was alive! (make motions like you are running)

As they were running, Jesus met them! They hugged Him and told Him how much
they loved Him. Jesus told them to go tell others the great news.

The women obeyed and told everyone the good news. Jesuswas alive! That is why
we celebrate Easter—because Jesus is alive! We must tell our friends this good news like
the women did.

Sing fun songs to help the kids remember the Easter story.
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Hands-On Activities
for
Jesusis Alive!

Make a special Easter scene with a paper plate or carve out a hole in a cupcake and put a
cookie as the stone in front. When the stone is rolled away—it is empty!

To help the kids have a small idea of the suffering Jesus went through, let them hold several
pieces of ice in their hands. Put a paper towel under each person’s hands to catch the water.
Share from the Bible how Jesus was flogged (whipped), beaten, crowned with a thorny
wreath, and nailed to a cross. Now, let the kids share how the cold ice felt in their hands and
contrast it to Jesus’ suffering. Take time to pray, thanking Jesus for suffering and dying for
us.

Play the memory game or the floor game to help the children remember what Easter is.

A fun recipe that takes a little planning is the recipe for the Resurrection Cookies. What a
treat and they’ re yummy.

Y ou may have more kids than usual today—be sure to take time to learn everyone’' s name.
Also, this may be the opportunity for someone to trust Christ. Be sensitive.

For preschoolers, bring objects and distinguish whether they are alive or not alive.
(Examples may include plants, pictures of people, chair, toys, rocks) Talk about what it
means to be alive. Then, share how Jesus came back to life. Explain that we celebrate
Easter because Jesusis alive!



