A Blind Man Sees John 9:1-41

Younger Verse | “One thing | do know. I was blind, but now I see!" John 9:25 (NIV)

Older Verse He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, | don't know. One thing | do know. | was blind,
but now | see!” John 9:25 (NIV)

Bible Story The following is a summary of the Bible story to help supplement your preparation.
In your personal study time, use this summary as a guide, and make notes to help
you remember your plans for the lesson. Please do NOT read to the children.

Do you remember what we talked about last week? We talked about
knowing Jesus’ teachings. Being obedient to what Jesus taught is what
really makes us His followers and it gives us the truth, the truth that will
free us from sin. And we talked about Jesus being the Truth. Well, as Je-
sus was teaching the crowd and talking to the leaders, he told them that He
was God. He told the truth, but the leaders refused to believe that He was
God (or even that He was sent from God). The leaders were so mad, think-
ing that Jesus was a liar, that they picked up rocks to throw at Him, but
Jesus hid from them and went out of the temple. On his way out, trying to
get away from the furious leaders, He saw a man.

This man was blind. He had been blind all of his life and because he
was blind, he was a beggar. This man had no other way to work because
there were no seeing-eye dogs and no Braille language back then. In Jesus’
desire to leave the temple, He did not just rush by this man with the excuse
of “I'm in a hurry.” Jesus saw the man and stopped. Jesus’ disciples
thought this man was blind because he or his parents had sinned. Jesus
told them that neither this man nor his parents had sinned. This man was
blind so that God’s miracle-work could happen in him!

Jesus spit in the dirt. Then He bent over and made mud with the
spit and the dirt. Jesus took this mud and rubbed it on the blind man’s
eyes. Then Jesus told the man to go to a pool called Siloam and wash his
eyes. The man trusted Jesus and went to the pool. And an amazing thing
happened! The man left blind, but returned seeing! This man who had
lived his whole life in darkness could see! He could see the sun and the
birds. He could see the trees and the city where he grew up. He could see
the people who passed him on the dusty road and he could see his parents.
And as he returned, the people had many questions. Some could not be-
lieve he was the same man; others seemed to know that he was. He told

To see that Jesus is from God.

Lesson Goals Compare physical blindness with spiritual blindness.
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them all that he was the one who had been blind but could now see.
When they knew that it was him, they wanted to know how he could see
and he told them about Jesus.

Some of the people brought him to the leaders. But, the leaders
who always seemed to have a problem with the things Jesus did, were up-
set that, again, Jesus did these things on a Sabbath day. Do you remem-
ber that these leaders had made up lots of extra rules, rules from man and
not from God, about what they could and could not do on the sabbath?
Well, because of their manmade rules, they couldn’t see God'’s gift of Je-
sus. They said that Jesus must be a sinful man to have helped the blind
man on a Sabbath day. These leaders questioned the man. Then, they
even had to have proof that this man had been blind at all - even though
they had probably passed him daily in the temple. They called in his par-
ents to testify. That was not even enough! They called the man in again
and asked him, again, how he had been healed. Then, the man took this
opportunity to explain to them what they should have already known. He
told them “God doesn’t listen to those who sin over and over again. He lis-
tens to those who obey Him. Never before has anyone opened the eyes of a
man born blind. If Jesus were not from God, He could do nothing!” The
leaders had had enough, so they kicked him out.

When Jesus heard that the man had been kicked out, He went to
find him. The man believed and trusted in Jesus. He worshipped Jesus.
That is when Jesus said, “I came to the world so that those who do not see
can see.” Jesus wasn'’t talking about blind people. He was not talking
about people who had never been able to see birds or trees. Jesus was
talking about the people who live in the darkness of sin. Jesus came to be
the Light of the World to our dark lives. And we know that all of us have
sinned. Sin is darkness. Jesus came and gave His life while we were still
blind to Him, and in the darkness.

Do you want to stay in the darkness, like a blind man who will never
see, or do you want to walk in the light, following Jesus by being obedient
to His teachings in the Bible? Come to Jesus today!

Make a Bible Verse blind-fold. On cardstock, trace off a rectangular shape
or the shape of a sleep mask (for the eyes). Punch a hole in both sides and
attach yarn. Write the memory verse across the mask.

Pray, thanking God for making blind eyes to see. Thank Him for giving us
the Light, in Jesus. Thank Him for making a way for us to know Him.

Preparing for Next Week

Lesson 23
The Good Shepherd
John 10:1-42




Preschool L.esson

Sing: “I've Got a River of Life”

Teach: Close your eyes. What do you see? Nothing, right? How would it feel to be in the
dark all of the time? What would you miss seeing the most?

Play: “I Spy”

Teach: One day, when Jesus was at church, he saw a blind man. This man was born
blind. Jesus did not just see the man and pass by. Jesus stopped. People were important
to Jesus. You are important to Jesus. He knew all about this blind man and He knows all
about you.

Jesus spat on the ground. He leaned over to make mud out of the spit and the dirt.
Jesus picked up the mud and rubbed it on the blind man’s eyes. Jesus sent the blind
man to wash his eyes.

When the blind man washed his eyes, he could see! For the first time in his life, he
could see the white clouds and the blue sky. He could see the trees and the birds. He
could see his mother and his father. But he could also see Jesus!

What kinds of things can you see? (Allow each preschooler a chance to answer.)

Pray: Thank you, God, for caring for me. Thank you for making the blind man’s eyes to
see. Thank you for all the things that | can see.



Activities

Provide coloring pages and word puzzles that will enhance what you have taught today.
Make mud. This can be used to act out the story with a picture, or for forming figures.

Play tag, blind-folded! Play in an enclosed space and use the sound of your voices to
guide the one who is blind-folded.

Bring Braille books, if possible. (Check your local libraries.) Allow your students to
“read” with their fingers. Braille playing cards, writing utensils (slate and stylus) and
other games are also available online.

Write a sentence, or the memory verse in Braille, making the dots with white puff-paint
or a thick craft glue. Use the Braille alphabet to guide you.

Play “What Is It,” blind-folded. Blind-fold your students, one at a time, and place ob-
jects in their hands. Begin with easy and work towards difficult items. When they feel
they have “mastered” the game and while they are still blind-folded, hand them a book
to read. Talk about what the blind man in John 9 must have felt like.

Sing “Spring Up, O Well,” “The Sea Walker,” “Amazing Grace,” and the second verse of
“Victory in Jesus.”

Play “I Spy.”



